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Twenty Seventh Sunday. YC. 2nd October 2022. Lord, increase our Faith. 

The revelation of God continued even after the fall of our first parent. He continued to show love 

to humanity and clothed humankind with the garment of faith. Our forefathers journeyed through 

that faith and handed it to us, and it became the unifying grace with which we respond to God. 

Faith is an exclusive gift that God makes to humanity. 

God wants us to use this gift of faith to live in communion with him. Why do the disciples ask 

Jesus to increase their faith? Perhaps because of their experience working with Jesus, the miracle 

he performed, his constant communion with God, and his fulfilled life. We are all called to live 

the same fulfilled life in this beautiful world. In as much as the world is good and the created things 

are meant for our use, it can be filled with challenges and difficulties, especially During the loss 

of our loved one, sickness, family problems, and spiritual emptiness. In a moment like this, faith 

comes to play.  

Faith is needed in a world like ours that is gradually eaten up by secularization, where human has 

become the center of attraction, and science is being seen as the ultimate while, God is relegated 

to the background, the culture of secularism keeps us apart, and we no longer have respect for 

human dignity but pay allegiance to worldly things that will sooner or later be tarnished. Because 

we respect and honor secularism, there are dangerous and widespread problems occurring in the 

world day in and out, such as divorce, cohabitation, child abuse or neglect, drug abuse, racial and 

ethnic tension, government corruption, financial irresponsibility, abuse of authority, immoral 

entertainment, inter generational poverty, war and crisis of all kinds, and selfishness. Faith is the 

answer to all these menaces. When we decide to shift from our fundamental call for something 

that does not last, the results always turn disastrous. Beloved in Christ, we need this faith like the 

apostles who proclaimed, ‘Lord increase our Faith'. The good news here, is that when they 

requested the increments of faith, Jesus assured them even if their faith were like a mustard seed, 

they would command mulberry tree, be uprooted and planted in the sea', and it would obey you. 

This is to tell us that there is power even in little faith. Today the Church is the channel in which 

faith is propagated; the biggest question is how are we putting the little faith into use?  

In Mathews gospel 17:20, Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto 

you, if you have faith as mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, remove from this place; and 

it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Our problem is not that of little faith but 

unbelief, we do not believe in the riches of our faith, if we do, many spectacular things will happen 

in our lives. The Saints and many martyred testify to the fact that the Eucharist has been the source 

of their strength, courage, and endurance in times of tribulation. When they encounter challenges, 

they turned to no one but Christ alone. In the bible we see example of heroic figures who kept the 

faith: Able the first martyr in the bible, Enoch the man who walk with God, Noah a righteous man 

who obeyed God by building a large boat even when others are mocking him, and Abraham our 

father in faith and Sarah the mother of Jewish nation. See the life of Rahab the prostitute. Others 

are Martha, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Abigail and widow in the book of kings, etc. Yes, we may be 
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tempted to say, ‘I received communion every day', but what is our relationship with the Christ we 

received? In 1 Corinthians 11:27, St. Paul said whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 

Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

Sometimes we only invite curses to ourselves, not a blessing. 

Faith takes the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase. Martin Luther King Jr.  

Plato said We are twice armed if we fight with faith. We need faith as our twice armed in order to 

fight secularism which always opposed to the Christian values. St Paul advice we should take as 

our norm the sound words that we heard from him, in faith and love that see in Christ Jesus. In 

baptism, we received power, through the imposition of hands by the priest. This power/ spirit we 

received are not spirit of cowardice, therefore, we must activate them to fight all the challenges of 

our world. In the first reading Prophet Habakkuk speaks of the destruction and violence that may 

befall on those who are rash and have no integrity, God promised to save who have faith in him. 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.  

Peace, 

Fr. Jingbe Simon 


